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SERMON 
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1 Cor. xvi. 13, 14, 


WATCH YE, STAND FAST IN THE FAITH, QUIT YOU 
LIKE MEN, BE STRONG. LET ALL YOUR 
THINGS BE DONE WITH CHARITY. 


WI R has been denominated the ſcourge 
of the human race, — and the innumerable 
calamities it brings in it's train fully juſtify 
the appellation. —*Tis impoſſible, for the 
feeling mind, to reflect on its ravages, 
without horror, —or to meditate on it's de- 
ſolating carnage, without a tear for ſuffering 
humanity. What is ſo great an evil in 
itſelf can never proceed from a good cauſe : 
—Accordingly, in ſcripture, the origin of 
wars 1s aſcribed to the operation of lawleſs 
and malignant paſſions :—** They come even 
from our luſts.” And, as long as hu- 


1 


man nature remains what it is, —depraved 


and corrupted ;—as long as men continue 
aliens from the commonwealth of Iſrael, 
and rebels to the Prince of Peace; — fo long 
will the kingdoms of this world be viſited 
and ſcourged with the miſeries of war :— 
They muſt firſt become the kingdoms of 
% our Lord and of his Chriſt,” before we 
can expect them to beat their {words into 


_ ** plough-ſhares, and their ſpears into pru- 


% ning-hooks ;*'—before we can hope to ſee 
the time, when nation ſhall not lift up 
„ ſword againſt ten, neither ſhall T_T 
25 Warn war any more.“ 


Are there, then, no juſtifiable occaſions 


of war? None, that I know of, fave thoſe 
of ſelf-defence, and ſelf-preſervation ;—and 


writers on the civil law have defined Hat to 


be a juſt or defenſive war, where an injury 


has been perpetrated, is attempted, or feared. 
—Such, in every point of view, is the war 


in which this country is unhappily involved. 
Our Commerce was attacked, — our King 
and Conſtitution - menaced, —and- the moſt 


induſtrious attempts were made to excite 


commotion 


te 


© $ } 


t commotion and rebellion in the land, —Yet, 
however juſtifiable the cauſe of the preſent 
: war, it has not been-proſecuted with the 
deſired ſucceſs :—lt's progreſs has been un- 
] fortunate, and the objects of it, reparation 
for the injury we have ſuſtained, and ſecu- 


f rity for our future peace and ſafety, are yet 
e unattained. On the contrary, our ene- 
0 my, elated with conqueſts, threatens and 
jo certainly meditates nothing lefs than our 
© deſtruction. —From foreign enemies, how- 
p Ml ever, England, if true to herſelf, has lit- 
y dle to fear: — But, from foreign enemies, 


aided by domeſtic traitors, what has ſhe not 

to dread ?—Every thing that is, or ought to 
ns IM be dear to us, as Men, as Engliſhmen, and 
as Chriſtians :—For, on our final ſucceſs 
in this eventful ſtruggle, will depend: the 
ſafety of our perſons and property, — the 
preſervation of our liberty and laws, —the 
exiſtence of our King, —and the mainte- 
nance of true religion and virtue. 


When ſuch are the elle we ſeek to obvi- 
ate, and ſuch the bleſſings for which we con- 
tend; can * precautions be too wary,—any 

preparations 
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preparations too vaſt, - any exertions too 
ſtrenuous ? Not in the judgment of any 
man, whoſe mind is not perverted by falſe 
philoſophy, —whoſe principles are not in- 
jured by deiſtic infidelity, or, whoſe rea- 
fon is not enflaved by the prejudices of a 
ſyſtem, and bound by the fetters of a party 
zeal. 


Theſe ſentiments are ſanctioned by the 
conduct of the great body of my country- 
men.—The inhabitants of this populous and 
opulent Riding, - and more eſpecially of the 
commercial parts of it, —have exhibited the 
moſt ſubſtantial proofs of genuine loyalty 
and diſintereſted patriotiſm ;—and the ap- 
pearance of this reſpectable Corps, on this 
day, 1s an animating and an additional proof, 
if one were wanting. To them, I muſt 
now, in a more particular manner, addreſs 
myſelf, —and with a more immediate refer- 
ence to the profeſſion which they have vo- 
luntarily adopted :—The duties of which, 1 
doubt not, they-will diſcharge in a manner 


equally honourable to themſelves and bene- 


how to their country. 
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; % Watch ye, ſtand faſt in the faith, quit 
« you like men, be ſtrong. Let all your 
things be done with charity.“ 


I. Watch ye.” ——The chriſtian life 
a Wis, in ſcripture, frequently repreſented as 
y b* ſtate of warfare ;—and the chriſtian 1s, 

under this idea, exhorted to the performance 

of his duties, in terms borrowed from the 
e military art. A leading duty in a good 
y- ſoldier is Watehfulneſs ;—the importance 


d and neceſſity of which duty muſt be well 


ne known to all thoſe who, having enliſted 
he under the banner of Chriſt crucified, have 
ty laboured to continue his faithful ſoldiers. — 
p- Experience will ſoon convince the chriſtian, 
nis not only that his ſpiritual enemies are nu- 
of, J merous and mighty, but that they are alſo 
oft ſubtile and alert in ſeizing the advantage of 
eſs Jan unguarded hour. — He is aware, that eve- 


er- In favourable opportunity in aſſailing him 
vo- vill be improved with avidity, and that a 
„ 1 hucceſsful onſet will endanger his complete 
ner Noverthrow. He, therefore, prudently con- 
ne. Iſults his ſecurity in watchfulneſs.—He 
k eps conſtant guard over the ſenſes, leſt, 
atch through 
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through negle& of the outworks, the ad. 
verſary ſhould gain poſſeſſion of the citadel 
of his heart. —He watches the world, leſt 
it's ſmiles ſhould ſeduce, or it's frowns be- 
tray him, into heedleſs ſecurity, or mean 
compliance. He knows he cannot ſerve 
two maſters ;—and he values too highly the 
liberal fervice of his God, — the glorious 
liberty of his children, —and the peace and 
Pleaſantneſs that attend the obedience of 
faith, to be ever inattentive to the means 
of. perſeverance.— His watchfulneſs is ex- 
cited: by a dread of the evils that threaten 
him, as well as by his ſenſe of the bleſſings 
he enjoys:;— He, therefore, diligently guards 
againſt a ſurpriſe, that, robbing him of all 
his; preſent comforts, might eventually ſub- 
ject him to the baſe ſlavery of fin, —the pain- 
ful. drudgery of vice. - and to the anarchy 
and miſery which ever attend on Belial' 
* ſons. | 


Our Land well knew * importance of 


| this: duty of watchfulneſs, —and, therefore, 
moſt carneſtly' and repeatedly preſſed: it upon 
. „ ud his Apoſtle cautions 
fit; thoſe 


TW] 
thoſe perſons, who think themſelves in the 
ſtrongeſt ſtate of ſecurity, to beware leſt 
that ſecurity betray them to their ruin :— 


« Let him that thinketh he ſtandeth take 
«© heed' leſt he fall.“ 


It is no lefs needful, my friends, for you 
to be watchful, if you would ſafely guard 
againſt your temporal enemies. Preparation 
for war is the beſt ſecurity for peace. — The 
midnight plunderer ſeldom attempts a houſe 
where conftant watch is kept ;—nor will a 
gang of robbers attack an armed company, 
aſſociated and provided for mutual defence: 
— Neither will the reſtleſs ſons of ſedition 


dare to diſturb the peace, or aſſail the privi- 


leges, of an armed and watchful people, 3 


when every eye Is upon them, and every ES 


hand ready to be lifted up, in ſupport of 
the civil magiſtrate, and in defence of the 
common weal.—Our privileges as a nation 
are many and great, and the advantages 
we enjoy, under our preſent mild and ef- 
fective government, are tried and invalu- 
able :—7heſe, ſurely, are objects worth con- 
ding for, and merit all our circumſpec- 
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tion and vigilance. But, beſides the bleſ- 
ſings we have to preſerve, the evils we have 
to apprehend, call loudly upon us to be 
watchful.—It is eaſier to prevent than to 
remedy evils.—Civil diſcord, indeed, is an 
evil that ſcarcely admits of remedy :—The 
termination of it is beyond the powers of 
calculation, and the calamities attendant 
on it, are ſeverely felt by ſucceſſive gene- 
rations. 


All this, ſome of my hearers will pro- 
bably ſay, is plauſible enough, were there 
any reaſonable grounds to apprehend the 
evils, againſt which you are ſo anxious 
to guard ;—but why ſhould you ſound the 


_ trumpet of alarm through the land, when 


there is no danger, hy arm, when there 


is no enemy ?— Theſe perſons will not de- 
ny, at leaſt, that we have an inveterate 


and a formidable foreign enemy to contend 
with ;—and, on that ground, your military, 
preparation is not only juſtifiable, but laud- 
able—.And if there be a man, who, in 
deſpite of the accumulated maſs of evi- 


dence to the __ ſill perſiſts in aſ- 
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ſerting that there are 0 internal, 20 domeſ- 
tic foes to the King and Conſtitution of this 
country o perſons who, actuated by the 
enthuſiaſm of French principles, —by the 
thirſt of power, —or the hope of plunder, 
would eagerly embrace the firſt favourable 
occaſion, to inflame the public mind, ſub- 
vert the government, - and make the people, 
in effect, the inſtruments of their own de- 
ſtruction ;—if there be a man who can 25 
think, with ſuch a one it would be in vain 
to reaſon, —We will leave him, therefore, 
to his own thoughts, which, happily for 
your country, are not as your thoughts.— 
Had your preparations been deferred, till the 
danger was at your doors, reſiſtance would 
probably have been vain: Had the revolu- 
tionary torrent once overflowed it's banks, 
what could have ſtopped it's deſtructive 
progreſs ? But why ſhould I endeavour to 
juſtify your conduct ?—It requires no juſti- 
fication,, it merits all praiſe. —lt is ſufficient 
that you apprebended danger to your coun- 
try: Vour preparation for it's defence en- 
titles you to the gratitude of your country- 
men. Continue, then, to watch for the 

| public 
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public good, —that whenever, or if ever 


your ſervices be required, you may be found 


Prepared, and ready for action, in defence 
of the good cauſe you have eſpouſed. 


II. Stand faſt in the faith.” To 
begin well in our Chriſtian warfare, affords 
a fair promiſe of final ſucceſs ;—yet, it be- 
hoves us to recollect, that he only, who en- 
dureth unto the end, ſhall be ſaved ;—that 
the crown of life is promiſed only to thoſe, 


who continue faithful unto death.—** No 
«+ man having put his hand to the plough, 


and looking back, is fit for the king- 
„ dom of God: - and no man, who relin- 
quiſhes, or wavers in the faith of Chriſt, is 
fit to fight under the banner of his Croſs. 
— Stand faſt, therefore, in the faith; — 
maintain that confidence in. Chriſt, as your 


Saviour, which firſt induced you to enliſt 


under his banner, and to place all your 
hopes of ſalvation upon him. hut reſt 
not in a vain, unprofitable reliance on his 
promiſes ;—for faith, in the ſcripture ſenſe 
of the word, implies fidelity to him as our 
leader, —obedience to him. as our com- 
bs mander, 


© — A A pw my 


— 8 _ &© ty 


+ 


i 


mander,—a zealous diſcharge of our duty, 
in whatever poſt he may aſſign us, on what- 
ever ſervice he may employ us. What- 
ever Chriſt ordains, the Chriſtian Soldier 
believes to be wiſeſt, fitteſt, beſt.— He, 
therefore, cheerfully executes his com- 
mands, though he may not at all times 
clearly perceive the reaſons of them. —The- 
prevailing deſire of his mind is, Lord, 
© what wouldeſt thou have me to do, not, 
% why wouldeſt thou have me to do it?“ 
And, where that ſentiment does not pre- 
vail, there can be no ſound, or ſtedfaſt 
faith in Chriſt. The ſoldier, who deſerts 
his colours, or holds traitorous correſpond- 
ence with the enemy, is juſtly branded with 
infamy among men :—he, therefore, can ne- 
ver be accounted a faithful ſoldier of Chriſt, 
who deſerts his ſervice, and makes a ſecret 
treaty with his own luſts. Of ſuch per- 
ſons Judas is a ſcriptural type: — they are as 
truly traitors as he was: for to betray his 
perſon, or to betray his cauſe, is equally 
baſe in the fight of him by whom actions 
are weighed. Stand faſt, therefore, in 


the faith,” —remembering, that · his ſer- 
| «© yants 
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vants ye are to whom ye obey whether 


of fin unto death, or of obedience unto 
„ righteouſneſs.” 


As in your ſpiritual, ſo likewiſe in your 
temporal purſuits, no great objects can be 
effected, without ſome fixed and ſteady prin- 
ciple of action. A double minded man 
is unſtable in all his ways, and rarely ſuc- 
ceeds in any thing he undertakes. —Hoid 
faſt, therefore, the principles of loyalty and 
patriotiſm, which have prompted your late 
exertions, in the cauſe of your King and 
Country.—Convince the world, that ehe 
are indeed the principles on which you act. 
Wet your conduct be marked by a decent 
. reſpect to thoſe who have the rule over you, 
and by an uniform obedience to the laws.— 
Adorn the profeſſion you have choſen, and 
honour the cauſe you have undertaken, by 
practiſing the virtues of juſtice and mercy, 


peace and charity, fortitude and moderation. 


ge cautious of provoking enemies by pride 
or oppreſſion, by contention or ſlander.— 


Rather ſeek to conciliate the diſaffected, 


and to confirm the well-diſpoſed :—Rather 
_ endeavour 


„„ 


endeavour to make all ranks and deſcrip- 
tions of men ſenſible of the excellence of 
our preſent government, by contributing, as 
much as in you lies, to their participation 
of the benefits, which you enjoy under it's 
protection. — But, if in contempt of all the 
good they do, or may enjoy,—if in defi- 
ance of the reſentment of their provoked 
and injured country,—evil-minded men will 
endanger the public ſafety, —diſturb the 
peace of the community, —violate the rights 
of perſons and property, —reſiſt the ma- 
giſtrate and oppoſe the laws; — then, my 
friends, let your ſtedfaſtneſs appear, and 
your fidelity be . — _ you hke 
men, and be ſtrong.” 
3 
III. The Chriſtian watches but in vain, 
Vin vain his mind is ſtored with good prin- 
ciples, —if, in the hour of trial and danger, 
he does not manfully exert his ſtrength. —If 
we << refiſt the devil, he will flee from us; 
but if we combat not manfully with him, 
we ſhall be led << captive by him at his will.” 
—We are taught not only to guard againſt our 
ſpiritual enemies, but to conzend with them ; 
—Nnot 
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not merely to /ooþ, but to preſs towards 
the mark of our high calling ;—not only to 
confide in the author of our ſalvation, but to 
work out our own ſulvation.—True it is,— 
* God worketh in us both to will and to 
% do:''—the diſpoſition and the power to 
do his will are alike derived from him.— 


But let the Chriſtian remember that, from 
him, to whom much has been given, much 


ſhall be required; — that he is accountable 
for all the talents intruſted to him — and 
that God never requires of his faithful 
fervants any duties, which he does not 
give them the power to perform.—AIll our 


watchfulneſs may not prevent our being af-I 


failed, nor our faith entirely preſerve us from 
trials: there is and will be work enough 
for us to do, tilb we have finiſhed! our chriſ- 


tian warfare. —But, if we fairly put forth 


the powers God has given us, —acknow- 
ledging our dependance on him as the giver 
of all victory; —if we quit ourſelves like 
men, and be ftrong,—we ſhall be more 
than conquerors, through © him: that loved 
us, and wathed us from our fins. in his 
n blood.“ i [61217370 
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In like manner, my friends, though 
you have manifeſted your watchfulneſs, by 
ſuch prudent precautions againſt ſurpriſe 2 
though your conduct in theſe trying and 
perilous times, is ſo ſtrongly marked by 
loyalty to your King,—attachment to the 
Conſtitution, —and love of your Country; 
though by your appearance, on the pre- 
ſent occaſion, you give a decided proof that 
you juſtly appreciate the bleſſings you enjoy, 
and that you are prepared and ready to de- 
fend them ;—yet, all this military prepara- 
tion will prove but empty and unprofitable 
parade,—if, in the day of trial and danger, 


| (ſhould ever that day come,) ye do not 


“quit you like men and be ſtrong.” —— 
Manly perſeverance, and vigorous exettion, 
may yet be neceflary to complete the good 
work you have begun. The flame of ſedi- 
tion, though ſmothered, is not extinguiſh- 
ed. The ſeeds of anarchy have taken deep 
root-in the land ;—and, though: the vigorous 
meaſures of government, and the loyal ſpi- 
rit of the country, have for the ' preſent 
checked their growth, they may yet take 


the Tang of a ſeaſon to choke the pre- 
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cious fruits of order. But why ſhould 1 
exhort you on this ſubject ?—Your cauſe is 
a noble and juſt one.—lt is the cauſe of 
your King and Country, —of order and 
liberty, —of ſecurity and proſperity, —of 
peace and plenty, —of religion and virtue, 
| Armies have been raiſed, to gratify the 
purpoſes of tyranny and ambition, pride 
and vanity, Juſt and avarice ;—to ſubdue a 
country, or enſlave a people, — to exalt a 
monarch, or degrade a rival, to plunder a 
nation, or engroſs a trade. — But you arm for 
ſelf-defence, —for the preſervation of peace. 
—You wage no offenſive war, —you act up 
to the principle, which your foreign ene- 
mies only profeſſed ;—and none are conſi- 
dered as domeſtic enemies to you, who do 
not become enemies to your King and Coun- 
try, — and, in fact, enemies to themſelves. 
— You are no hireling inſtruments of the ſu- 
' perior powers to oppreſs and enflave your 
_ countrymen ;—but, the voluntary ſupporters 

of the civil magiſtrate in the due execution 
of the laws. Tou will not attempt to a- 
bridge any man's rights and privileges, —or 
to injure any man's perſon or property ;— 
for 


FS 


for, your object is to defend them. —You 
are not more the friends of the King and 
Conflitution, than you are the friends of the 
people and country ;—and you are perſuaded 
that, in defending the former, you are moſt 
effectually ſerving the latter. Lou love 
and eſteem your Sovereign for his virtues, 
and for the mild and beneficent uſe he has 
made of the power entruſted to him for the 
public good :—you reverence the Conſtitu- 
tion, on account of the happy medium it 
ſteers between tyranny and licentiouſneſs ; 
—and, becauſe you have profitably experi- 
enced, how wiſely it is calculated to anſwer 
all the purpoſes of good government, with- 
out encroaching on the liberty and ſecurity 
of the ſubje& :—you know alſo, that it 
contains. within itſelf the ſeeds of it's own 
renovation, —and, that it has energy enough 
in itſelf, to ſupply any defects, or to repair 
any injury, which time or accident may 
have occaſioned to it. Knowing and feeling 
theſe things as you do, it would be a waſte 
of time, and of words, to offer any other 
arguments to induce you to . quit you like 
men and be ſtrong.” | 

IV. In 
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IV. In the diſcharge of your duty, how- 
ever, be careful to ** let all your things be 
done with charity.” The Chriſtian Sol- 
dier never loſes ſight of this principle, — 
knowing that, however ardent his zeal in the 
cauſe, - however arduous his contefts with 
the enemies of his ſalvation, no plea will 


juſtify the breach of this roy /aw.—He 


knows that all his doings without charity 
are nothing worth :—therefore, though he 
hate fin, he cannot hate the ſinner. He 
remembers im, who endured the perverſe 
contradiction of ſinners, and prayed, even 
under the agonies of a moſt ignominious 
and excruciating death, for his murderers; 
—who came to call ſinners to repentance, 
and reconciled us unto God, while we were 
yet enemies to him. When God puniſhes 
his rebellious creatures, —it is the correction 
of a tender father, who would not that any 


ſhould periſh, but that they ſhould return 


to their allegiance to him, and live. An 
enemy ſubdued by his grace, is an enemy 
no longer; but becomes an adopted ſon, the 
friend and companion of his God. | 


We, 


2109 


We, my friends, muſt be followers of 
him, if through faith and patience we 
would inherit the promiſes.—** It is good 
to be zealouſly affected in a good thing; 
—but zeal will never juſtify a breach of 
charity.—A good cauſe requires not the aid 
of injuſtice, neither can any cauſe be, fi- 
nally, benefited by it. Charity not only 
doeth no evil, but thinketh none. Charity 
will be cautious of imputing evil deſigns, 
where poſſibly good only may be intended: 
it will not indiſcriminately confound them, 
who ſeek to reform or improve the Conſti- 
tation, with thoſe who are labouring to ſub- 
vert or deſtroy it. —However miſtaken the 
judgment of thoſe perſons, with reſpect to 
their plans of reform, —however unadviſed 
and unſeaſonable-their attempts ; yet ſurely, 
they ought not to be claſſed with men of 
deſperate principles, or of deſperate fortunes, 
who are adverſe to all government ;—who 
aim not at reform, but revolution ;—who are 
anxious to deftroy the mild government of 
our King, that they may, on its ruins, eſta- 
bhſh the deſpotiſm of a mob; who ſeek to 
remove the reſtraints of law, that they may 
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gratify their luſt of plunder. —That there 


are perſons of both theſe deſcriptions, in 
this country, is ſcarcely to be doubted. — 
Againſt well-meaning, but miſtaken /pecu. 
kifts,, Reaſon is the only weapon that ought 
to be directed ;—but againſt revolutioniſt. 
and anarchiſts, the ſword of the law :—and 
ſhould that be ever found too weak, it de- 
ſerves, and will receive your effectual ſup- 
port, and the ſupport of every friend to his 
country, and to human nature. 


Should a caſe of this kind ever oceur.— 
ſhould you ever be. calle out, to oppoſy 
a lawleſs and infatuated multitude ;—even 
here, the mild ſpirit of Chriſtianity will in- 


fluence your conduct. However you may 


reprobate their proceedings, you will com- 
paſſionate their errors. Vou will rather ſeek 
to prevent their doing injury to others, than 
unneceſſarily. to injure them zou would 
rather conſign them to the laws of their 
country, than become yourſelves the in- 
ſtruments of it's vengeance ;5——nay, you 
would rather that preventive and corrective 
puniſhment ſhould reform and amend their 
1 hearts, 
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hearts, than that their obſtinacy and per- 
verſeneſs ſhould render them fit objects 
of exemplary ſeverity ; and, if juſtice tem- 
pered with mercy ſhould happily produce 
repentance and reformation, you will re- 
ceive them again as fellow citizens, —bury 
the paſt in oblivion, —and ſeek to do them 
good. In a word, —while ye watch, that 
evil befal not to your country, or to the 
perſons and property of your countrymen ; 
—while ye ** hand faſt in the faith,” — 
maintain your allegiance to the king, - your 
attachment to the conſtitution, —and your 
fidelity to the cauſe in which ye have ſo ho- 
nourably embarked ; — while in the day of 
trial, and in the hour of conflict, ye . gutt 
you like men and be ſtrong,” take care alſo, 
to let all your things be done with charity." 


It is time that I ſhould conclude this diſ- 
courſe, but bear with me a little longer, 
my brethren ;—this is a high day,—the ſub- 
ject is intereſting, —and the fight before me 
particularly animating. —Allow me, then, 
to aſk, are there any perſons preſent, who 
are endeavouring to excite the public atten- 

tion, 
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tion, to new and untried ſyſtems of govern- 
ment, or to ſpeculative improvements inthe 


in the conſtitution of this country ?—If there 
be. AI would entreat them to pauſe a while, 


and reflect ſerioufly on the probable con- 


fequences of ſuch a procedure. —The pre- 
ſent convulſed ſtate of Europe, and, the ir- 
ritable frame of men's minds on great poli- 
tical queſtions, ſurely render ſuch a meaſure 
peculiarly dangerous in the preſent ſeaſon, 
which is alike unfavourable to diſpaſſionate 
reaſonin g, and to temperate meaſures.— 
The democratic ſtorm may eaſily be raiſed, 
but who ſhall quell it? Who ſhall confine 
it's direction, or ſtop it's deſtructive pro- 
greſs ?—lt might, and moſt probably would 
go on in all directions, till. it involved this 
flouriſhing and happy country in one com- 
mon ruin. No good man will ever ob- 
ject to any ſafe and practicable improvement 
in the ſtate, —nor will any conſiderate man 


deny that the Britiſp Conſtitution and Go- 


vemment partake of the nature of all hu- 
man inftitutions,—that is to ſay, they have 
their imperfections. and abuſes but a wiſe 
man will not raſhly ſtake a number of poſi- 
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live and ſenſible benefits, againſt the mere 


chance of removing ſome flight inconveni- 


encies, or of obtaining ſome few trifling, 
and perhaps but imaginary advantages :—he 
would not, on the precarious iſſue of ſpe- 
eulative ſyſtems, riſk the ſubſiſtence of a 
Conſtitution, which ſecures to us all the 
ſubſtantial benefits of well; regulated ſociety, 
which impoſes no reſtraints upon our 
actions but what are neceſſary and ſalutary, 
—whieh protects our perſons and property, 
and, in the true ſenſe and meaning of the 
words, confers, and defends us in the en- 
joyment of, Civil and Religious Liberty. 


I uuould recommend, alſo, to the conſi- 
deration of thoſe reformers, that, upon 
their own principles, they ought, for the 
preſent at leaſt, to defiſt from their purpoſe. 
If a people have a right to chooſe their 
own government, that right can only be eu- 
erciſed by the great body or majority of ine 
people, (unleſs you can ſuppoſe a whole na- 
tion to be unanimous in their choice ) and, 
of courſe, if there is ever to be any ſettled 
1 D government 
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government in a country, the minority muff, 
(as indeed they ought,) ſubmit to their de- 


termination. Now, if ever the fenſe of a 
people were fairly and fully expreſſed, in 
"favour of the government under which they 


lived, —and their determination to ſupport 
and defend it, openly and manfully avowed ; 
AI contend, that this has been recently done, 
and is at this moment the caſe, in this coun- 
try.—If, therefore, a few diſſatisfied perſons, 
in direct oppoſition to the declared ſenſe of 
the country, ſtill continue their attempts to 
diſturb the peace of ſociety, by proſecuting 
their plans of reform I beg leave to re- 


mind them, that, however lenient the laws 
of their country may be in reſpect to fuch 
practices, they are clearly convicted, in the 
court of reaſon, not only of groſs incon- 


ſiſtency, but of high treaſon, againſt the 
anly ſovereign authority they ſeem diſpoſed 


to tolerate, even againſt the facred majeſty 
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If thoſs fediticus and reſtleſs perſons, 
who aim at nothing ſhort of the: deſtruction 
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of the preſent government, be capable of 
being influenced by religious conſiderations, 
would remind them, that the ſpirit of 
Chriſtianity is a ſpirit of peace and order; 
that the ſame zutherity which commands 
nour the King . 0 a proud 5 of 
independence, and impatience of Star 
reftraint, may be fairly imputed man's firſt 
diſobedience and all the ſubſequent miſeries 
with which mankind have been afflicted, — 
[ would entreat them to reflect, a moment, 
on the accumulated load of guilt, for which 
they will have to anſwer to their own con- 
ſcience, to their country, and to their God; 
- ſhould they by their conduct involve this 
nation in the horrors of anarchy, and civil 
war, —He, who lets a wild beaſt looſe upon 


the community, is anſwerable for the rava- 


ges that wild beaſt may commit. If, 
then, theſe perſons would act conſiſtently as 
the diſciples of the Prince of Peace, —if 
they would promote the real welfare of 
their country, and conſult their own com- 
fort * happineſs ;z—they will adopt the 

advice 
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advice of an inſpired penman, (fear the 
Lord and the King, and meddle not with 
« them, that are given to change. 


Finally, - permit me to caution the la- 
bouring and manufacturing part of the com- 
must, againſt the artful inſinuations of 
deſigniug and ambitious men. No may be 
e the inſtruments of effecting a revolu- 
Inn in this country but, at the ſame time, 
vou will become the inſtruments of your 
own miſery and ruin. Hiſtory, univer- 
fally, teaches s truth, that, in all revo- 


lutions, the lower orders of the people are 


the leni gainers,—and that, in all popular 
commotions, they are the greateſt ſufferers. 
—You may be flattered with the ſpecious 
names of liberty and equality, - nay, even 
the property of your more opulent neigh- 
bours may be held out to you, as a ſeducing 
bait ;—but when once you have ſerved the 
purpoſe of your leaders, you will find, by 
wretched experience, that you have only 


changed your rulers, and not improved you! 


condition, —In this manufacturing and com- 
mercial 
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mercial country, the firſt conſequence of any 
internal commotion would be the fagnation 
of trade, the effects of which you would 
feel moſt ſeverely.—Yo our reſources would 
be cut off, the regular means of ſupport 
be done away, and poverty and miſery 
would be the certain lot of yourſelves and 
families. —If you ſhould ſurvive the calami- 
ties of civil broils, and eſcape the peril of 
the ſword ;—you will then be convinced, 
that the ſentence, paſſed upon our firſt pa- 


rent, ſtill remains in full force, , in the 


ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat bread,” 


—and, if any man will not work, nei- 
ther ſhall he cat.” 


The beſt advice, therefore, I can give 
you, my brethren, is, that each of you 
e ſtudy to be quiet and mind his own buſi» 
„ neſs,” —to do his duty in that ſtate of life 
in which Providence hath placed him.—... 
„Watch ye againſt the enemies of your 
ſalvation :—** ſtand faſt in the faith* of the 
great captain of your ſalvation :—** quit you 
like men, and be * in the great 

work 
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